“Ministerial Musings”
Many of you recently received letters from the church about a new
Shepherding Group program that we’re doing. I know that many of
you have questions about what this entails, so this month, I’d like to
use this page to explain the program and its purpose.
One of any pastor’s biggest concerns for a congregation is that all of
the members of the church would feel well-connected, and that all of
their needs would be met. Though we often refer to ourselves as a
“small” church, the reality is that we’re anything but - in any given
month, two hundred or more total different members of this church
will be in Sunday morning worship over the course of the month, and
that’s sizable for any Disciples of Christ congregation, let alone a rural
one.
And so, for one person to take on the task of ensuring the connectedness of all the members is nearly impossible, and generally leads to
nobody feeling well-connected. That’s where the Shepherding Group
program comes in. The pastor by himself may not be able to sufficiently meet the needs of every single member of the congregation,
but adding the assistance of twenty-one elders and twenty-four members of the diaconate will help ensure that nobody is forgotten about,
and that everybody in the church remains well-connected to the congregation.
I want to make sure that every single member of this congregation
feels like Gower Christian Church is a place that cares about them and
that wants to support them in every aspect of their lives. I believe that
the Shepherding Group program will be instrumental in making sure
that happens. And of course, my door is always open, my phone always on, my email always accessible, should you ever have any questions or concerns. My whole reason for being here is to make sure that
each of you has a loving home in Christ’s family.
In Christ,

CYF—HS Grades 9-12
Chi-Rho—MS Grades 6-8
JYF—ES Grades 3-5
Church Mice—ES Grades K-2
CYF & Chi-Rho Sponsors— Zack Craft
Looking for Volunteers!!
CYF & Chi-Rho will meet every Sunday:
Chi Rho 5:30-6:45
CYF 7:00-8:30

March 1st—Youth Worship Service, spaghetti dinner
& servant auction
JYF Leaders— Mary Watkins, Sherri Claypoole, Jean Biondo,
Wayne & Jane Giffin, and Alisha Jessen
Junior Youth Fellowship meet (every 2nd & 4th Wednesday):
March 11th 3:15-4:30pm
March 25th 3:15-4:30pm
Church Mice Leaders— Mary Watkins, Sherri Claypoole,
Zellma Spencer, and Missy Wilmes
Church Mice will meet (every 1st & 3rd Wednesday)
March 4th 3:15-4:30pm
March 18th 3:15-4:30pm

March 2015
Sun
1
2nd Sunday in Lent

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2

3

4 Church Mice
3:15-4:30
4:30

5

6 World Day of Prayer

7

9

10

11 JYF 3:15-4:30

12

13

14
Saturday Stitchers
9-5

16 no school

17 Convalescent
Center party

18 Church Mice
3:15-4:30
4:30

19

20

21

Youth Tacodinner
and servant auction 11:45
8 Daylight savings
time begins

3rd Sunday in Lent
Chi Rho 5:30-6:45
CYF 7-8:30
15
4th Sunday in Lent
Chi Rho 5:30-6:45
CYF 7-8:30

22
5th Sunday in Lent

Ex Board Mee ng 7:00
Devo on—Lisa
on
23

24

25 JYF 3:15-4:30
3:15

HS & MS Convalescent Center Service
Chi Rho 5:30-6:45
CYF 7-8:30
29
Palm Sunday
Church mice & JYF
sing during worship
Chi Rho 5:30-6:45
CYF 7-8:30

Newsletter mailed out
30

31

Newsletter deadline
26

27

28

For Your Information
Dishes—Be sure to stop and see if any of the remaining
dishes on the cart in the hallway are yours.
Scholarship Applications— Black Sheep Scholarship
applications are now available in the office. Deadline for
the applications is April 5, 2015. They will be presented
on May 3, 2015. Any high school graduate planning to
attend, or who is currently attending, an institution of
post-secondary education may apply. The applicant must
be enrolled as a full time (12 hours) student in a college,
university, or trade school.

Taco Dinner & Servant Auction
March 1st, 2015
The CYF & Chi Rho are hosting a spaghetti dinner
on March 1st. The taco dinner will begin immediately after worship and is a free will donation dinner.
Get your leaf rakes and cleaning rags ready because CYF & Chi Rho will also be hosting a servant auction beginning at 1:00pm that same day.
All proceeds from the dinner and auction will
help fund their mission trip to Southern California.

Daylight Savings—don’t forget to set your clock forward
before you go to bed March 7th. We want to see your bright
and shining faces on the 8th!
Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting was held on February 22nd immediately following worship. The 2015 budget was proposed and approved without question.
Corporate Board Meeting was held on February 19. Fulfilling the requirement of the church constitution.
Box Tops for Education—We have a collection box by
the office for anyone wanting to help support East Buchanan’s Box Tops for Education program. Check the
goods you buy, if any have a box top, cut it out and bring
it in!
Baby Bottle Campaign—This is the last Sunday to collect
baby bottle donations. Please bring your bottles back in full
of change, dollars, or a check!!

Church Basement Ladies
The Church Basement Ladies will be performing at the
Missouri Theater March 31st at 7:30 pm. The tickets will
be approximately $20. The bus is going and we want to ﬁll
it! If you want to reserve a ticket and spot on the bus, call
the ofﬁce or sign up in the narthex. For more information,
contact Zellma Spencer.

Library News
We are in the season of Lent with Easter fast approaching.
What are you doing to prepare your heart to accept what
Christ did for you on the cross? Here are some suggestions
for your study and meditation:
No Wonder They Call Him Savior—by Max Lucado: If someone
asked you “what makes Christianity different?” Would you be able
to answer :Jesus”? But, to accept or reject Jesus without careful examination of the cross is like choosing a car without looking at the
engine. This book examines the cross.
And The Angels Were Silent—by Max Lucado: This study will
help you see the heart of Christ through the people and day by day
events of Jesus’ final week on earth.
Six Hours One Friday—by Max Lucado: When the storms of life
such as futility, failure and the finality of death seem as if they will
overwhelm you, Max Lucado will help you understand the purpose,
forgiveness and hope offered buy six hours one Friday.
These and many other books are available in the Self Study shelf of
our church library. Please, come and prepare your heart for Jesus.
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