
 

 

“Ministerial Musings” 
 Even after more than a year here, there are still some things about Mis-
souri that I’m getting used to. Take, for example, the fact that at the time of this 
writing, there’s about 1 1/2-2” of standing water in the lower end of my back 
yard. Where I come from, in Phoenix, there’s no such thing as “standing water”. 
It might get backed up for a few hours if the storm drains are plugged, but give it 
to the end of the day, and that water will be gone. It doesn’t matter how deep it is, 
it’ll either run down a drain somewhere to be emptied into the Salt River Project 
canal system, or it will soak into the dry, dry ground, where it will eventually seep 
down into the aquifer.  
 Here, though, after a very wet May, the ground is saturated. The storms 
of the last week were just more than the ground could handle, and so now, as the 
sky drops more and more water on us, it just collects on the saturated ground. 
Add to that the fact that my sump pump is pumping about a gallon of water out of 
my basement every ten minutes (and has been so doing for several days now), and 
that water then runs downhill to the low end of the back yard… well, it’s kind of a 
swamp back there. It’s even stranger when I consider that just before I moved 
here, Missouri was legitimately in a period of pretty bad drought. 
 But as strange and foreign as it is to me to see that, I can only imagine 
how odd our youth are going to find it when they encounter the parched land of 
California, which as of right now is in the throes of the worst drought on record 
and is currently drier than Ezekiel’s dry bones. Coming from a place where you 
can’t go half a mile down Highway 169 without seeing another pond, I can only 
imagine that California’s going to look like a different world. The funny thing is, 
I intended for this trip to be immersion into a different culture - I didn’t expect it 
would end up being immersion into a different climate as well! 
 But at the end of the day, we will adapt and move on. It’s what Christians 
have been doing for years when confronted with new, strange, and sometimes 
disturbing things. We adapt, we move on, and we continue to preach the Gospel. 
The Pew Forum tells us that we’re in a time of spiritual drought, as fewer people 
than ever are in the church, but this too is just something to which we need to 
adapt. 
 So when you hear those numbers about the church being smaller than 
ever before in America, don’t worry. Yes, it can be problematic to see such a fall-
off in Christianity, but the church has faced worse. And God has commanded us 
to not worry about what tomorrow will bring, so instead, let’s just do our best to 
carry out the Great Commission and know that sometimes, drought can turn to 
standing water. 
 After all… just look at Missouri. 
 In Christ, 

 

 

Dear Church Members, 
Thank you so much for the loan of a good wheel 
chair.  The Gower American Legion loaned me 
theirs.  It had some issues and I strained my 

back.  It is the hope that the community will help them financially to 
replace one I used.  They work hard on limited membership and do not 
have the funds to provide all they do for the community.  And financial 
help they way is a God send.  The support and help from friends for me 
also. 
   Sincerely, 
   Sondra Brinton 

 

FYI 

Black Sheep SS Class Scholarships—This year Bob’s Black 
Sheep Sunday School Class presented 4 scholarships: Jas-
mine Mumford, Jace Zeit, Collin Mier, & Morgan Walkup.  
Since starting this scholarship project in 2000, the class (with 
the help of others in the congregation) has presented a total of 
$27,650 to aid students in furthering their education! 
 
11th Commandment—Thou shall not overheat thy body by wear-

ing suits and ties in the summer. 
 
Don’t forget the church—As you leave to go on vacation this 

summer, please do not take a vacation from giving to the church. 
 

To my GCC family— 
It’s hard to find the right words to express my 
grateful appreciation to you following the 
death of my mother, Gladys Elliott.  Your 
many expressions of sympathy have been gra-
ciously received: cards, calls, flowers, gifts to both the AFC Build-
ing Fund and the upcoming Youth Mission Trip.  My family and I 
were overwhelmed by all who made the trek from here to Phil-
lipsburg for the funeral service.  How blessed we are by His love 
which binds us together. 
 

  In Christ’s love, 
     Bob Elliott and family 



 

 

Gower Convalescent Center  
Worship Service 

 

Sunday, June 28th 
 

Black Sheep 

Memorial gifts have been given to the Building 

fund in Gladys Elliott’s memory by: 

Ernie & Noni Lorenson; Lawrence & Deena Ander-

son; Mike & Jean Biondo; Keith & Marge Boden-

hausen; Erma Brinton and family; Wayne & Jane Giffin; Donna Grier; Jim 

& Jerry Jackson; Ernie & Kathi Mallen; Hazel Meade, Bill & Amy Terry, 

and Joe & Aspen Meade; Wilma Schneider; Wanda Stubbs; Steve & 

Debby White; Frank & Barb Wright; Andy & Madeline Adam; Kevin & 

Michele Barnett; John & Pat Huey; Jim & Julie Parker; Bill & Jennifer 

Spalding; Steve & Denise Veraguth; and Gary Rudloff; Andy & Stepha-

nie Phipps; Larry & Elaine Rose; Nancy Clark  
 

Memorial gifts have been given to the Building fund in Elizabeth 

Connett’s memory by: 

Andy & Stephanie Phipps; Maxine Jackson; Larry & Elaine Rose; Nancy 

Clark  

 

Margaret Roady will be celebra�ng her 80th Birthday 

this month on June 15th.  Help make her day extra spe-

cial by showering her with cards and well wishes.  You 

can mail her cards to:  Margaret Roady, 1616 Grand 

Ave. St Joseph, Mo 64505 

 

Thank you for all the calls, visits, and prayers while  I 

was in the hospital and a special thank you to Rev. 

Gawne for the visit and prayers before surgery.  I will 

be back soon. 
 

   Mike Frazier 

 

 

  
 

 
Committee Reports: 
Worship:  Terr i Johnson repor ted everyone is r equested to wear  red 
for Pentecost Sunday.  May 31st will be Laity Sunday where all who vol-
unteer their talents to the church will be recognized.  She has made ar-
rangements for the pulpit to be filled on 4 of the 5 Sundays Jimmy will be 
gone.  Theme will be missions.   
Christian Education:  Gene Snyder  r epor ted that attendance at Wor -
ship and Wonder has been down. Have the children heard the same les-
sons repeatedly and need a change?  
Sunday School Superintendent:  Vacation Bible School is a work in 
progress. 
Missions:  Jane repor ted she is seeking information about needs with-
in the community.   
Membership:  Teresa Mier  r epor ted they have no current projects. 
Stewardship:   Andy repor ted we are doing well.   
Property:  It was repor ted a work day will be scheduled. 
Women Reaching Beyond:  Debby White repor ted Scr ip cards made 
$317.02 in April. 
Antioch Fellowship Center:  Gene Snyder  repor ted the church bus 
will be listed on Craigslist soon.  Entry cards for the AFC are only work-
ing intermittently. 
Youth:  J immy repor ted 100%  of the funds have been raised for  the 
mission trip.  All arrangements for housing and work have been con-
firmed.  Attendance at Chi Rho/CYF has been steady.  They have made 
trips to Maze Craze and Harvesters.  
Pastor’s Report: Thanks to Mary Watkins and Sherry Claypool for  
their work with the Church Mice. 3 youth plan on being baptized over the 
summer.  We will losing our church librarians Debby Turner and Pat 
Thatcher when they move to Ohio.  Many thanks to them for their excel-
lent work in the library.  Average attendance in April was 121 with 190 on 
Easter Sunday.  Average attendance in April 2014 was 154.  The meetings 
with the elders and deacons are completed. He will be gone August 17-29 
to the Navy, August 2-7 to Chi Rho Camp, July 12-16 for vacation, and 
July 19-23 for General Assembly.  
Old Business: None 
New Business:  Gene mentioned the volume in the sanctuary.  Remind 
everyone to speak directly into the microphone.   

Splinters From The Board—5/20/15 



 

 

VBS needs you!   
We need you to volunteer your time for one week to the kids 
of our church and our community.  We need people who 
want to make a difference in the lives of our children.  All 
materials will be provided. All we need from you is a willing 
heart. Please prayerfully consider how you can help at VBS 
this year.  We need over 40  adults/helpers to make VBS run 
smoothly, and as of now we have about 10.   
 

Specific roles we will need: 
∗  Biblical Actors/Actresses 
∗  Science Helpers 
∗  Snack Helpers 
∗  Recreation Leader & helpers 
∗  Newsletter Producer 
∗  Photographer 
∗  Nursery Attendants 
∗  PreK-5th Grade Group Helpers.   
Sign up sheets are available in the entryway if you can help 
with any of these spots or, as always, contact the office. 
 

A list of food items will soon be available in the entryway for 
dinner donation items needed.  Please keep an eye out for 
this! 
 

Dinner served at 5:30pm    

VBS 6-8:30pm 

For children wanting to attend VBS, preregistration is 

available at: gowerchristianchurch.weebly.com or 

gowerchristianchurch.org 

 

 

Financial Stewardship of the Gower Christian Church 
 

2015 Budget……………………………………………………………………….$160,104.00 
Needed monthly to meet 2015 budget…………………………………...$13,342.00 
Needed weekly to meet 2015 budget…………………………….…………$3,078.92 
April Contributions…………………………………………………………….......$11,530.46 
April Expenditures………………………………………………………….....…..$12,254.59 
Bank Loan as of 4/28/2015.……………………………………………..….$63,564.47 

Stewardship Thought  
 

The most lavish gifts we can bring are never enough to thank God for 
all we have received.  Yet the tiniest offerings we present do not es-
cape God’s notice when presented with full commitment and devo-
tion.  Let us give as we are able. 

 

Dear Church Family, 
 

Than you so much for the delicious graduation 

lunch.  BBQ is my favorite!  Also, thank you for the 

book and Frisbees.  

   Peyton Wilmes 

CYF & Chi Rho Summer Schedule 

 
  June 
June 3rd—13th - CYF Mission Trip to Southern California 
June 28th—July 2nd - Vacation Bible School, 5:00-8:30 PM Daily 
 
  July 
July 5th—CYF 6:30-8:00 PM 
July 7th—CYF & Chi Rho, Cinderella at Starlight Theater 6:00-11:00 PM 
  $12 per youth (those who volunteer for at least two nights of  
  Vacation Bible School will only pay $6; bring cash for dinner) 
 
   

 



 

 

 

June 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

 1  summer school    

       Begins 

2 3 CYF leave for 

  Southern California

 

 

 

7 

 

8 9 

 

10 

14   

Flag Day 

 

CYF 6:30-8:00 PM 

15 16 

 

17 

 

 

Chi Rho 6:30

21 

Father’s Day 

 

 

 

CYF 6:30-8:00 PM 

22 23 24 

Ex. Board Mee�ng

7pm Teresa Mier devo�on

 

Chi Rho 6:30

 

Newsletter mailed out

28  Black Sheep 
GCC service 
 
 
 

 

29 30  

    

Gower  

Festival 

              VBS 2015: Growing Up with Jesus—dinner 5:30 PM ; VBS 6:00

 

 

 

June 2015 
Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

CYF leave for  

Southern California 

4 5 6 

11 12    last day of  

     summer school  

         

13   

2nd Saturday  
Stitchers 9—5 
 
 

City Wide Garage Sale 
 

CYF return from  

  Southern California 

Chi Rho 6:30-8:00 PM 

18 19 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for newsletter 

20 

Ex. Board Mee�ng 

7pm Teresa Mier devo�on 

Chi Rho 6:30-8:00 PM 

Newsletter mailed out 

25 26 27 

   

   

Gower Festival 

dinner 5:30 PM ; VBS 6:00-8:30 PM 


