
 

 

“Ministerial Musings” 
I love the great outdoors. A decade ago, I spent the 2004-05 school 

year as an outdoor education specialist at Camp El Camino Pines in 

southern California. I followed that up by spending the summer of 

2005 as the camp’s assistant beach camp director at our remote sites in 

San Diego and San Clemente. All in all, it was a year of glorious fun 

in God’s creation. 
I don’t get to spend as much time enjoying creation these days as I did 

back then, but the last few weeks have been a wonderful reminder of 

what it’s like out there. Over the first two weeks of June, while on the 

CYF mission trip, we spent time at the beach, in the mountains of 

southern California, and at the Grand Canyon. Following our visit to 

the Grand Canyon, our drive to Flagstaff, Arizona, down US Highway 

180 was, in the opinions of Zack Craft and Phillip Schwarz, one of the 

most incredible, scenic trails through the outdoors that they’ve ever 

seen. 
After the mission trip, of course, Caitie and I spent a week with my 

mom’s family at Yellowstone National Park in Wyoming. Everything 

that we saw both there and in the Grand Tetons was simply incredible. 

The diversity on display in geological formations, animal life, and 

plant life, was simply staggering. Even the sight of an irritated bison 

stalking a nervous black bear as it ran over a hill was humorous testa-

ment to the glory of God’s creation. 
In the coming months (and years!), it is my hope that we can figure out 

some ways to get this church and especially its youth outdoors more 

often. Sure, sometimes it’s a little too cold or too hot (or, lately, too 

rainy) for that, but while we have a wonderful house of worship inside 

the walls of Gower Christian Church, it is nothing compared to the 

global house of worship that God has built for us in creation. 
God has given us a whole wide world to explore and enjoy. Let’s make 

the most of it. 
In Christ, 

 

 

 

Gower Convalescent Center Worship 

Service 
 

Sunday, July 26th  
 

High School & Middle 

School Classes 

  

Dear Church Family, 
  Thank you so much for the scholarship.  I 

greatly appreciate it.  It will be used this next 

semester at Trenton. 

      Thank you, 
    Collin Mier 

  
 Dear Gower Christian Church, 
 

Thank you for the gift for my kindergar-
ten graduation!  The gift bag and book 
were a nice surprise!    

 
        Thanks, 
   Kemper Meyer 

VBS 2015: Growing Up with Jesus 
 

  Will begin this Sunday!! Kids eat from 5:30-
6:00 and activities are set to begin at 6:00.  If  
you haven’t yet signed you children up that’s 
okay, bring them down!  If  you decide you 
want to help out, come on down and we’ll find 
a place for you too.   
  The following Sunday’s (July 5th) worship service will in-
clude a performance by our children of  some of  the songs 
they learned throughout the week. 



 

 

Memorial donations have been present-

ed to the Building Fund in  

Gladys Elliott’s memory by: Rich & 

Cynthia Benz, Doug & Janeen Fortner; Orval & Zelma Jensen; Doris 

Kerns; Marva Murawski; Mike Roth; Lisa & Rick Simanowitz; Theresa 

Tommey; Vance & Linda Bodenhausen; Miles & Joan Mitchell; Betsy 

White; Janice Ford; Brett & Karen Carpenter; Lorrie Beck 
 

Memorial donations have been presented to the Building Fund in  

Elizabeth Connett’s memory by: Steve & Debby White; Ernie & Kathi 

Mallen; Rick & Lisa Simanowitz; Bill & Jennifer Spalding; Jim & Jerry 

Jackson; Rich & Cynthia Benz; Erma Brinton and family; Wayne & Jane 

Giffin; Donna Grier; Miles & Joan Mitchell; Tim & Janet Morey; Betsy 

White, Brett & Karen Carpenter; Wanda Stubbs 
 

Memorial donations have been presented to the Building Fund in 

Mitch Elliott’s memory by: Vance & Linda Bodenhausen; Wayne & 

Jane Giffin; Tim & Janet Morey; John & Pat Huey; Ernie & Noni Loren-

son; Dick & Gay Williams; Larry & Dayna Ellington; Don & Evelyn Spiers 
 

Memorial donations have been presented to the Building Fund in  

Alice Divelbiss’ memory by: Marva Murawski; Wayne & Liz Porter; 

Doug & Janeen Fortner; Jim & Jerry Jackson; Wayne & Jane Giffin; Don 

& Evelyn Spiers  

Financial Stewardship of the Gower Christian Church 
 

2015   Budget……………………………………………………………..…….$160,104.00 
Needed monthly to meet 2015 budget……………………..…………..$13,342.00 
Needed weekly to meet 2015 budget………………………..……………$3,078.92 
May Contributions……………………………………….………………….......$11,126.45 
May Expenditures……………………………………………………………......$11,571.45 
Bank Loan as of May 27, 2015.……………………………………………$60,959.41 

 

Stewardship Thought  
 

We have the opportunity to give thanks through our offering of our-
selves and our possessions to the work God calls us to do. We can-
not repay God for our lives, our minds, the beauty of earth and sky, 

the abundance of resources that we enjoy. But we can respond with 
acts of gratitude and kindness, with generosity and thanksgiving. 

 

 

Library News… 
 Summer is upon us and that means keeping 
the kids busy!  And hopefully, some more relaxed 
time for Mom and Dad.  Why not stop by the church 
library and pick out a book or two?  Or maybe a 
movie for some good old-fashioned family time (on your own for 
the popcorn)?  We have a lot of new (and current) DVD’s and 
books for your enjoyment.  There will be a list of the most recent 
materials in the foyer...better yet, just come and BROWSE! 
 

It is with regret and we have decided to resign our positions as 
librarians as of July 31st.  We hope the Lord will bless us with the 
sale of our home soon so that we can move “home” to Ohio and 
attend to loved ones there.  We would love to have our next librar-
ian(s) step up and volunteer so that we could share some infor-
mation.  No previous experience necessary (we didn’t have any!), 
work schedule is very flexible, there is a budget for library sup-
plies and materials, and the pay is wonderful!...as in the excite-
ment and satisfaction of offering a great library experience to our 
congregation.  Please prayerfully consider filling this position, or 
asking someone to do it with you.  It’s fun that way. 
 

Than you to everyone from the Board members to Missy to dona-
tors of money and materials for the pleasure of these past three 
years.  God bless.    

   The Library Ladies 

   Pat & Debby 

Dear Friends at Gower Christian Church 
 

Thank you for le�ing us come and worship 

with you.  You made us feel so welcome!  Pease thank those who 

prepared the meal for us, it was perfect! 

Also, please extend our heartfelt appreciation to your people for 

the generous love offering.   

We ask God’s blessings on each and every one of you. 

  Sincerely, 

  The New Generation Singers 



 

 

Committee Reports: 
Worship: Terr i Johnson repor ted she had received positive comments 
about those who have filled the pulpit in Jimmy’s absence. 
Christian Education: Heather  Doss repor ted that volunteers are still 
needed for Vacation Bible School, the library and Sunday School teachers.  
Attendance is down in the middle school and high school classes.  She read a 
letter from Debby Turner regarding she and her mother’s pending move and 
inability to continue their work in the library.  
Membership:  Teresa repor ted they are planning a dinner  following Pro-
motion Sunday. 
Stewardship:  Andy Adam reviewed the gains and losses in the budget. 
Property:  Phillip Schwarz repor ted they are planning a workday, espe-
cially for work that needs to be done outside.  They are looking to the future 
for new landscaping.  
Women Reaching Beyond:  Debby White repor ted the Scr ip cards made 
over $250 in May and donated another $500 to the building fund.  They have 
donated over $38,000 to the fund.  
Antioch Fellowship Center:  Gene Snyder  repor ted the card lock is only 
working intermittently.  Discussion was held and a decision made to order new 
cards to be reprogrammed and given to those whose cards don’t work and see 
if that will fix the problem.   
Youth:  Phillip repor ted the mission tr ip was successful and everyone had 
a meaningfully experience.  On behalf of the participants he thanked the con-
gregation for allowing them to go.  They worked at food banks, a food kitchen, 
and Habitat for Humanity.  He said it was well planned and everything went 
smoothly.  
Gene Snyder suggested following up on the discussion held at an earlier meet-
ing regarding possible grants for a student minister to help with the youth pro-
gram. He volunteered to speak with church members who have experience 
writing grant proposals. 
Old Business:  Following discussion, Gene moved we move the money in 
our CD to a Money Market account.  Second by Andy Phipps, motion passed.  
New Business:  Phillip gave a br ief summary of what he found while in-
vestigating the purchase of a Transit Van some time possibly in the future.  
The bus would have to be sold first and then all options studied before any de-
cisions made.  
 A donation has recently been made to the church to be designated for music.  

Following discussion, Pat Huey moved it be put in the Money Market Account 

#4006116, also designated for music.  Second by Tabatha Craft, motion 

passed.   

Splinters from the Board….June 17, 2015 

 

 

 

Promotion	Sunday	
	

The	Sunday	 School	 classes	will	 be	hosting	promotion	 Sun-

day	 in	 August	 during	 the	 scheduled	 Sunday	 School	 time.		

Promotion	 bibles	 and	 pins	 will	 be	 passed	 out	

during	 the	 program	 for	 those	 who	 are	 eligible.		

Keep	a	lookout	for	more	information.	

 

 

Dear Gower Christian Church 
 

Thank you for helping to make my 80th 
Birthday great.  I received 86 cards wish-
ing me well on my special day!  Thank you again for 
making my day so special. 
 
  Sincerely, 
  Margaret Roady  

      



 

 

July 2015
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

 
 
 

  1 

5 
Patriotic Sunday—
wear red, white & blue 
 
VBS Sunday 

6 7 
 
 
CYF & Chi-Rho,  

Cinderella @ Starlight 

6:00-11:00 PM  $12 

8 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
 

13 14 15 
 
 
 
Ex Board Meeting 7:00
 Jane G. devotion

19 
 
 
 
 

20 21 22 
 
 

26 
HS	&	MS	classes	

Convalescent	Center	

Service	

 

27 28 29 
 
 
 
 
Newsletter mailed out

 

    

123 Go! Camp - Isaiah & Layla Watkins, Nathan Schilling, & Laney Wilmes 

VBS: Growing Up with Jesus    Dinner—5:30   VBS

 

 

July 2015 
Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

2 3   
AFC & Church 

 office closed 

 

 

4  Independence 
Day 

9 10 
 

11 Saturday Stitchers 

     9-5 

Ex Board Meeting 7:00 
Jane G. devotion 

16 17 18 

23 24 
  
 
 
deadline for  
Newsletter 

25 

Newsletter mailed out 

30 31  

   

5:30   VBS—6:00-8:30 


