
  

“Ministerial Musings” 
I have never personally been a big fan of Valentine’s Day. Once upon 

a time, that was just the bitterness of what seemed to be a perpetual 

state of being single speaking (I used to jokingly refer to it as 

“Singles’ Awareness Day”); these days, however, it’s more because it 

is every year more and more a crass cash grab on the part of greeting 

card, chocolate, and ESPECIALLY jewelry companies. It has been 

made abundantly clear to me, as a man, that I don’t REALLY love 

Caitie if I don’t surprise her with roses and chocolates, take her out for 

a ridiculously extravagant dinner, and then give her some ludicrously 

expensive piece of jewelry with an ostentatious gem on it (or, for the 

really ambitious, a Lexus, because why not). 
What it comes down to, then, is that corporate America has co-opted 

love to be a commodity to be had, given, and traded. And that’s not 

what it is at all. As the apostle Paul reminds us in the thirteenth chap-

ter of I Corinthians, “love is patient, love is kind… [love] rejoices in 

the truth… [love] bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, 

endures all things.” He then goes on to say that of faith, hope, and 

love, the greatest of these is love. 
When the Beatles wrote the song “All You Need Is Love”, they proba-

bly weren’t necessarily thinking of it in the Christian sense, but it is 

true nonetheless. Love is indeed all you need—love of Christ, love of 

your family and friends, love of your neighbors, love of yourself. It is 

this love in its divine, friendly, and romantic expressions that will al-

low all other things to pour forth. 
So while I’m not necessarily advocating completely abandoning Val-

entine’s Day—after all, it is the day of remembrance of a saint of the 

church—I would say give it some thought. What can you do to truly 

say, “I love you”, to God, to those around you, and to yourself? 
In Christ, 

Harry Potter Wrap Party 
 

The middle school and high school Sunday School class had a par-
ty at the home of Jim and Gail Current on January 17.  It was in 
celebration of the completion of a 9 month Bible study, using the 
Harry Potter movies as discussion tools.  Jim and Gail fixed Har-
ry Potter themed food, such as Pumpkin Pasties, Quiddich Stew, 
and Butter Beer (just 
ginger ale!).  After 
dinner, everyone 
played a Harry Pot-
ter themed game.  It 
was loads of fun!  



Week of Compassion  
Feb 15-21st 

 

When the early followers of Jesus suffered a fam-
ine in Jerusalem, the Apostle Paul organized an 
appeal to respond to their needs.  Christian com-

munities in distant places contributed to this ecumenical offering, 
just as we do all these centuries later through Week of Compas-

sion.   
 

Week of Compassion offering reaches those near and far, some-
times changing the life of someone in distress in your own commu-
nity, while at other times impacting the lives of those we may never 

meet.  God provides the resources so that we can give back.  
 

“It does not matter how much you have.  What matters is how much 
you are willing to give from what you have.  I am not trying to make 
life easier for others by making life harder for you.  But it is only fair 
for you to share with them when you have so much, and they have 

so little.” (2 Co 8:12-13) 
 

 Our abundance becomes their need and their need becomes our 
abundance.  What if we all lived as if this is our call? 

 

We could change the world.  
 

Will You Put Your Compassion into Action 

Youth Worship Ser�ice & Fundraiser Dinner 
 

The youth of our CYF & Chi-Rho groups will be  

leading us in worship on Sunday, March 1st.   

Please come that morning ready for a rousing service 

of contemporary music and worship, followed by a 

fundraising dinner & servant auction for the CYF  

mission trip to  

southern California  

coming up June 3-13. 

 

 

We laid my mom,  Helen Williams, to rest in 
Ebenezer Cemetery with her funeral service 
here in the sanctuary.  Gower Christian was 

her church home early in life and late in life with a short  30 year 
detour to the Methodists in between. But she ended where she be-
gan right here in Gower where she had many ties, friends and 
fond memories.  .  
 

Our sincere thanks to everyone in the congregation with special 
thanks to Kristin, Keith, Ron, Linda and Jean and her 
great  kitchen crew that put on a the perfect "picnic" for us Thurs-
day afternoon. All made possible by your generous food dona-
tions.   The theme fit mom's stories of good times at her  Uncle 
Wid Moore's place just right.  
 

Great job and we were honored that Mom's cousin,  Kristin,  did 
the beautiful vocal, "Just A Closer Walk With Thee".  .   
 

Thank you all very much. 
Dick and Gay and the entire Williams clan 

 

Gower Christian Church: 
  Thank you so much for the Christmas Card 
and money gift.  I appreciate you thinking of  
my family and me. 
    Cindy Gosney 

 

Thank you for the calls, cards, kind words, 

food, and the memorials in honor of Loren.  A 

special thank you to Bob for his kind words.  

We have been truly blessed by the church and our community. 

  

  Lovingly, 

    Wilma and Family 



  February 2015 
Sun Mon Tue Wed

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chi Rho 5:30-6:45 

CYF 6:45-8:30 

2 3 4  Church Mice

    3:15-4:30 

 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 

Chi Rho 5:30-6:45 

CYF 6:45-8:30 

9 10 
 

11  JYF 3:15-

15 

Week of Compassion 
begins 

 
 
 

Chi Rho 5:30-6:45 

CYF 6:45-8:30 

16   no school 17 
 

18  Church Mice

    3:15-4:30 

 
 
Corporate Bd. Meeting 6:30
 

Exec Bd. Meeting 7:00
Terri Johnson devotion
 

22   
Black Sheep—GCC 
 

Semi-Annual Cong. 
Meeting 
 

Baptism class begins 
 

Chi Rho 5:30-6:45 

CYF 6:45-8:30 

23 24 
 

25   JYF 3:15-

 
 
 
 
 

    

 

February 2015   
Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Church Mice 
 

5 6 
 

7  
Father/Daughter   
Dance in AFC  
  6:30-8:00pm 

4:30 12 13     no school 
 

14  

Church Mice 
 

Corporate Bd. Meeting 6:30 

Exec Bd. Meeting 7:00 
Terri Johnson devotion 

19 20 
 

21 

-4:30 26 27 28 

   

      Saturday Stitchers 3-day Retreat 9am—9pm in the basement 



 
 

CYF  - HS Grades 9th-12th 
     Chi-Rho  - MS Grades 6th-8th 

JYF  - ES Grades 3rd-5th 
           Church Mice - ES Grades K-2nd 

 

CYF & Chi-Rho Sponsors  - Zack & Tabatha Craft 
  Zack & Tabatha will soon be stepping down as lead sponsors of our youth! 
If you haven’t already, let them know how much they are appreciated!! 
 

CYF & Chi-Rho will meet every Sunday: 
 Chi Rho 5:30-6:45 
 CYF 6:45-8:30 
  

 
JYF Leaders—Mary Watkins, Sherri Claypoole, Jean Biondo,  
   Wayne & Jane Giffin, and Alisha Jessen 
 
Junior Youth Fellowship will meet (every 2nd & 4th Wednesday): 
  February 11th @ 3:15-4:30 
  February 25th @ 3:15-4:30 
 
 
 

Church Mice Leaders  - Mary Watkins, Sherri Claypoole, Zellma  
    Spencer, and Missy Wilmes 
 
Church Mice will meet (every 1st & 3rd Wednesday):  
                          February 4th @ 3:15-4:30 
                          February 18th @ 3:15-4:30 

Polar Plunge 
 

Some of our youth members will be participating in The Polar 
Plunge this year.  The plunge will be held February 28, at Lake 

Contrary in St. Joseph.  Each person taking the leap must raise at 
least $75 to be able to participate, so the more we donate the 

more kids get to jump!  All funds raised will stay in NW Missouri 
and NE Kansas.  Donations will be accepted until the day of the 

event.  Those who wish to donate can make checks payable to Spe-
cial Olympics and give it to the participant or Zack & Tabatha 

Craft. 
 

 

Super Bowl Party and Soup Cook-off 
 

    Super Bowl Sunday 

        February 1st    

          In the AFC 
 

 

 

The Dean’s List Sunday School will be hos"ng a 

Soup Cook Off and Super Bowl party.   All entries must be set-up by 

4:30 pm in the AFC kitchen.  Serving will begin at 5:00 pm.   Every-

one in the church is invited to come and taste all the entries.  
 

Everyone is welcome to come eat and watch the Super Bowl on 

the big screen in the AFC.  If football isn’t your thing, there will be 

board games and other ac"vi"es set up for fun. Bring your favorite 

party food to share!! 


