
 

 

 “Ministerial Musings” 
It’s August. With August comes the end of the summer, and with the end of the 

summer comes that moment that is dreaded by kids and celebrated by parents the 

world over—the first day of school. 

Now, if I were to ask how many of you remember your very FIRST first day of 

school, I’d hazard I guess that not many of you do. I certainly don’t. While I do still 

retain some memories of my very first preschool year , the 1985-86 school year at 

Guiding Light Christian School—teachers Mrs. Pressler and Mrs. McCall—I cer-

tainly can’t remember what happened on the very first day specifically. 

But I do remember my LAST first day of school. And I’m not talking about college 

or seminary—I’m talking about my last first day at Phoenix Christian High School, 

on August 18th, 1999. 

It rained. Not in the morning, mind you, but toward mid-afternoon, we got one of 

those legendary haboobs—the mile high walls of dust that roll through the valley—
followed by a torrential downpour (relatively speaking, of course; compared to 

some of the storms I’ve seen in Missouri, it was like a gentle spring rain). But it 

rained enough for the school administration to be concerned about whether or not 

we would be able to conduct that evening’s back-to-school festivities. 

We did. 

I sometimes miss going back to school. And yes, I went to college for most of a 

decade and then immediately followed it up with seminary, and I’m sure that I’ll at 

some point end up doing online and/or week-long summer courses to become DOC-

TOR Gawne (what a horrifying thought), but it’s just not quite the same as elemen-

tary, middle, and high school. There’s a certain youthful innocence that exists even 

all the way up to your senior year of high school, an innocence which allows you to 

continue believing that you’re going to do great things with your life. 

Too many of us lose that innocence, even though many of us DO end up doing 

great things with our lives, even if they’re not the great things we expected. And so, 

my prayer for all the students in the East Buchanan C-1 District as they go back to 

school in a couple of weeks is that they’d remember that they’re still kids, that 

they’re still allowed to be optimistic about life, and that they hold on to that inno-

cence that makes them great. 

Because the greater they believe they can be now, the greater their lives will be. 

In Christ, 

 

 

Gower Convalescent Center Worship Service 
 

Sunday, August 23, 2015 
 

Dean’s List & 2nd-5th grade 

 

Gower Chris�an Church, 

Thank you so much for helping send me to church camp.  Also, thank 

you to everyone who sent me a card., that really made my day.  This 

was my first camp experience and I loved it. I can’t wait to go back 

next year! 

   Thank you, 

   Laney Wilmes 

 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much for all the cards and many blessings during my 

Easter bap�sm.  It makes me happy to be a part of this church fam-

ily. 
 

  Sincerely, 

   Maverick Mumford 

 

Dear GCC, 
Thank you very much to Bob’s Black 
Sheep for the scholarship money this 

spring. I have already put it to good use at Iowa State! 
Also, thank you for the graduation gift and dinner.   
 

 Sincerely, 
 Jasmine Mumford 



 

 

I want to thank everyone who fur-
nished food and helped in the kitch-
en during this year's VBS.  We served 
471 people during this time.  Without 

your furnishing food and help, we would not have been able 
to accomplish such a fete. 
 
A special "Thanks" to Zellma Spencer.  You made the daily tasks 
easy and fun.  In addition, I want to "Thank" the following indi-
viduals who worked tirelessly to prepare, serve and clean up the 
kitchen:  Mike Biondo, Bob Elliott, Gene Snyder, Adam Lewis, 
Brad and Korie Bland, Miles and Joan Mitchell, Janet Morey, John 
Saale and Brooklyn, Maxine Jackson, Shannon Mumford, Donna 
Grier, Lisa Simanowitz, Missy Wilmes and Angie, Lonnie and Lo-
gan Spencer.  Your efforts made each day's tasks run smoothly. 
 
It takes a lot of work to serve this many people that in-
cludes planning, shopping, preparing, serving and clean up.  With 
these individuals contributions everything was done smoothly 
and efficiently.  I cannot thank everyone enough for all the help!!! 
 
Jean Biondo  

  

Family Fun and Fellowship 
 

We would love for you to join us on 

Thursday nights in the AFC for a time 

of fun and fellowship.  Bring a snack 

and enjoy games, sports, a movie, or 

just general socializing as we come to-

gether as a family.  Fellowship time will be 6:30-8:00 

PM every Thursday!  Contact Valeri Mumford for more 

details or to help plan an activity. 

 

 

 

Thank you, thank you, thank you to everyone who 

helped make VBS a success this year!  To Jean 

Biondo for overseeing the dinners.  To all the kitch-

en helpers who cooked, served, and cleaned up eve-

ry evening.  Also, for all the food donations, we 

show our gratitude! 
Thank you to all of the volunteers who led and helped in each station.  

The stories/snacks were great; the crafts were fun; the experiments were 

exciting; and our recreation crew did an excellent job!  Thank you to 

those who took the pictures and created the nightly newsletter.  Also, 

thank you to the ones who worked the nursery. 
Thank you to the leaders of each age group.  Without you, are children 

would have been lost!  Finally, an extra special thanks to Valeri Mumford 

for taking on the leadership role!  Without EVERY PERSON who gave 

their time and talents VBS would not be possible!   

 

5th Annual Donna J Ruoff  
               Walk/Run For Life 

 

Will be Saturday, September 26, 2015  
at 8:00 AM 

 
Meet in front of the High School  
Ag Building.  Entry fee is $25  

Contact Katie Anderson at 294-8102 for  
more information 

 

On behalf of the family of Elizabeth Connett, we would like 

to thank the members of the Gower Christian Church for the 

use of the AFC and the delicious cookies and drinks served 

at the memorial service. 

A special thank you to Doug Fortner for arranging the beautiful flowers 

at the dessert tables.  We appreciate your thoughtfulness. 
 

    Brint Connett 



 

 

Library News… 
 

As many of you may have heard, as of July 31st.  

Pat Thatcher and Debby Turner have stepped 

down from their positions as the Library Ladies.  

Thanks be to God for all the time they have spent transforming 

our library over the past few years into the overflowing wealth 

of knowledge and entertainment that we now have!  You both 

have been a huge blessing to our congregation and church fami-

ly and will truly be missed!! 

 

Also, thank you to Marlys Snyder for agreeing to take over the 

library duties.  If anyone is interested in helping out on occa-

sion please contact Marlys, as she would surely appreciate any 

volunteers. 

— FYI — 
 

6 month serving schedule—Copies of the serving 
schedule are available on the table in the foyer of the church.  
Please pick up a copy for your family and make note when 
you serve. 

 

Sunday School Promotion Sunday—On August 
16th we will once again celebrate the learning that our 
Sunday School classes have done over the past year and 
“promote” our children into their new classes for the up-
coming year.  We will also recognize our teachers, leaders 
and students.  Please join us in the AFC at 9:00am for 
breakfast foods and a program. 

 

Bloodmobile—On Monday, August 10th from 3:00-
7:00 PM we are hosting the Bloodmobile in the AFC. For 
more information,  or to schedule an appointment, con-
tact Jane Giffin. 

 
Women Reaching Beyond sales in June were $228.49, a weekly 
average of $57.12. Which brings us up to an overall total of 
$39,000.00 raised for our church!   

 

 

 

CYF—HS Grades 9-12 

Chi-Rho—MS Grades 6-8 

JYF—ES Grades 3-5 

Church Mice—ES Grades 

K-2 
 
 

CYF Sponsors— Zack and Tabatha Craft  
 

      CYF will meet every Sunday from 7:00-8:30 PM 
 *First meeting of the Fall Semester will be 

  August 23rd 
 

Chi Rho Sponsor— Rev. Jimmy Gawne 
     Chi Rho will meet every Wednesday from 6:30-
8:00 PM 
 *First meeting of the Fall Semester will be 

  August 19th 
 
August 15th CYF & Chi Rho will participate in a town work 
day.  For more information on what this entails, contact Jim-
my.  
 
August 28th CYF & Chi Rho will be hosting a 
Parents Night Out event in the AFC.  This event 
will be a fundraiser for the youth programs.  
Parents can leave their kids at the church for 
babysitting (dinner & movie included for $20 per child) while 
they themselves go for a night out. 

 
 

 

JYF & Church Mice will 



 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday

    
 
 
 
 

  

2 3 
 

4 5 

9 10    3:00-7:00pm 

          Bloodmobile in 

            AFC 

11 12 
 
 
 

Ex Board Meeting 7pm
Carl devotion

16 
Promotion Sunday 

Breakfast & program 

 

Back to School BBQ 

17        18 19   
 
 
 
 

Chi Rho 6:30-8 PM

23  

Dean’s List & 2nd-

5th grade GCC 

Service 
 

CYF 7-8:30 PM 

24 
 

25 26 
 
 
Chi Rho 6:30-8 PM

 

Newsletter mailed out

30 
 
 
 
CYF 7-8:30 PM 

31   

 

AUGUST 2015
 

 

Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

6 
 
 
 
Family Fun &  
Fellowship 6:30-8:00 pm 

7 8  Saturday Stitchers 

      9—5 

Ex Board Meeting 7pm 
Carl devotion 

13 First day of    
          School 
 
 
Family Fun &  
Fellowship 6:30-8:00 pm 

14 15  
CYF & Chi Rho 
town work day 

8 PM 

20 
 
 
 
Family Fun &  
Fellowship 6:30-8:00 pm 

21 
 
 
 
 
Newsletter deadline 

22 

8 PM 

Newsletter mailed out 

27 
 
 
 
Family Fun &  
Fellowship 6:30-8:00 pm 

28 
 
 
 
Parents Night Out 
begins at 4:00 PM 

29 

   

AUGUST 2015 


