“Ministerial Musings”
When I was in elementary and middle school, I was in a lot of spelling bees.
And when I say “a lot”, I mean that I went to fifteen of them between first and
eighth grade, including Nationals three times, taking fourth place in 1996. I
was sort of an anxious individual when I was that age, so before each spelling
bee, my dad always used to read Philippians 4:6-7 to me: “Do not worry about
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let
your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Jesus Christ.”
And it usually worked. Now, you would think that these days, being older,
wiser, more mature, it would occur naturally to me to take a breath, let it go,
and trust in God. But you would be wrong, because on the night of Saturday,
March 14th, I found myself pretty worried.
That was the night before the fundraiser dinner for the CYF Mission Trip. We
had already had to overcome a number of obstacles to get to that point - the
number of youth able to go shrinking, conflicts with East Buchanan’s summer
sports schedules, and Zack and Tabatha Craft having to step away from youth
due to Taryn being born, among other things. Add to that the fact that the dinner had already been postponed by two weeks due to snow, and I was feeling
rather anxious about the success of the dinner.
And then Sunday came. Yes, indeed, Sunday came, and we raised nearly
$4,000, more than doubling the amount of money that had been raised for the
mission trip to that date.
The very next night, at the Monday night Bible study, part of the Scripture
lesson for that night’s chapter was from Matthew 6:34 - “So do not worry
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble
is enough for today.”
Something tells me God was trying to get a message across to me.
There’s a great many things that we might find worthy of worrying about in
our lives, whether they’re spelling bees, fundraiser dinners, or any number of
other challenges that we may face. God asks us to let go of those worries, to
trust in the grace and mercy which we have been given, and live our lives for
today. Then, the peace of God, which CERTAINLY surpasses our understanding, will guard our hearts and minds…
...in Jesus Christ.
PS - For those of you who may be
wondering how the money for the mission trip is going to be spent, a copy of
the trip budget is included in this
month’s newsletter. I’m happy to answer any questions you may have!

The Easter Offering, received March
29 & April 5, supports the General
Ministries of the church. General
Ministries serve across the U.S.
and Canada and around the world.
General Ministries are partners in
ministry serving through far-reaching and unique organizations.
General Ministries that receive support from the Easter Offering include:
Central Pastoral Office for Hispanic Ministries, Church
Extension, Council on Christian Unity, Disciples of
Christ Historical Society, Disciples Home Missions, Division of Overseas Ministries/Global Ministries, Higher
Education and Leadership Ministries, National Benevolent Association, National Convocation, North American Asian/Pacific Disciples, and Pension Fund.

VBS 2015—Growing up with Jesus
June 28th-July 2nd
Dinner served at 5:30 PM, VBS begins at 6:00 PM ending with worship in the sanctuary at 8:30 PM.
Preregistration is available at www.gowerchristianchurch.org

Gower Convalescent Center
Worship Service
Sunday, April 26th

Dean’s List & 2nd-5th grade class

CYF—HS Grades 9-12
Chi-Rho—MS Grades 6-8
JYF—ES Grades 3-5
Church Mice—ES Grades K-2
CYF & Chi-Rho Sponsors— interim Jimmy Gawne
CYF every will meet Sundays
Chi Rho will meet Wednesdays

As we approach graduation, we are putting together a list of
all of those who either graduated in December or who will
be graduating in May from kindergarten, middle school, high
school and college.
Kindergarten—Kemper Meyer, Logan Jessen, Peyton Wilmes
Middle School—Justin Thatcher and Zach Spencer
High School—Jasmine Mumford
College—
We will honor our graduates on Sunday, May 3rd after worship with a
Graduate Dinner. Ever yone is invited and asked to br ing a cover ed
dish. The Membership Committee will provide the meat.

Please let us know if we have missed any graduates!!

JYF Leaders— Mary Watkins, Sherri Claypoole, Jean Biondo,
Alisha Jessen, and Jane & Wayne Giffin
Junior Youth Fellowship will meet( 2nd & 4th Wednesday):
April 8th @ 3:15-4:30pm
April 22nd @ 3:15-4:30pm

Church Mice Leaders— Mary Watkins, Sherri Claypoole,
Zellma Spencer, and Missy Wilmes
Church Mice will meet:
April 1st NO MEETING
April 15th @ 3:15-4:30pm
April 29th @ 3:15-4:30 pm

Zack & Tabatha Cra welcomed to the world

Taryn Larissa Craft
Born March 2nd @ 2:55am
Weighing 5 lbs 12 oz
18 1/2 inches long
Proud grandparents, Andy & Stephanie
Phipps
Proud uncle, Jacob Phipps
Proud great grandpa, Darrel House

Join us on April 26th for Taryn’s welcome shower at 2:00 PM in the church
basement. The Cra ’s are registered at
Target & Walmart. Taryn’s nursery is
yellow & grey elephant themed.
Shower hosted by Jean Biondo

APRIL 2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu
2

1

No school

Maundy Thursday
service at 6:30pm

Fri
3

Good Friday

Prayer Vigil
9am-3pm

No school

Sat
4
East Egg Hunt at the
Gower Park
1:00 SHARP!

No meals
Delivered
5 Easter Sunday
7am Sunrise Service
@ Gower First Baptist

Black Sheep
scholarship
applications due
12
Library Open House

2

No school

7

Adult bible study
6:00 pm

8 JYF 3:15-4:30
4:30

9

Chi Rho 6:30-8:00
6:30

AFC Closed all week for Prom Set up
13 Adult bible study
6:00 pm

10

14

AFC Closed all week for Prom Set up
15

Church Mice
3:15-4:30
4:30

11
Second Saturday
Stitchers 9-5

HS Prom in AFC

16

17

18

23

24 Arbor Day

25

Chi Rho 6:30-8:00
6:30
Ex Board Meeting 7:00
Devotion—Phillip
Phillip

CYF 6:30-8:00
19
Poor Man’s Post Tax
Smorgasbord Dinner
after worship

20 Adult bible study
6:00 pm

21

22 JYF 3:15--4:30
Chi Rho 6:30-8:00
6:30
Earth Day

Newsletter deadline

CYF 6:30-8:00
26 Dean’s List & 2nd-

5th services at GCC
Taryn Craft welcome
shower, basement @
2pm
CYF 6:30-8:00

27 Adult bible study
6:00 pm

28

29 Church Mice
3:15-4:30
4:30
Chi Rho 6:30-8:00
6:30
Super Early Bird
deadline for Summer camp

Newsletter mailed out

30

For Your Information
Graduates—if you have a child graduating or know of
one that isn’t listed in the newsletter, please let the
church office know. We don’t want to miss anyone!
Black Sheep Scholarship Applications— Deadline for
the applications is April 5, 2015. They will be presented
on May 3, 2015.
Dishes—be sure and check the kitchen for forgotten
dishes. After all the dinners last month, there are a
few on the rack.

Thank you to everyone who helped cook, serve,
donate food & money for the CYF Fundraiser
dinner and Auction. We raised over $3800 that
day!!

Poor Man’s Post Tax Smorgasbord Dinner
Join us in the AFC on April 19th as the Membership committee hosts a Poor Man’s fellowship dinner immediately
after worship. On the menu will be a little bit of everything
as we try to use up some of what is in the pantry. Items to
include: spaghetti, ham ‘n beans, turkey ‘n noodles, along
with a few side dishes. There will be a sign-up in the narthex
if you would like to bring a dessert.

Library News…
Mark your calendar:

2015 Church Camp @ Crowder State Park
The theme for this year is Teach Us to Pray!

Camps fill up quickly so please turn in forms asap if you want to go.
The church will pay 1/2 the camp fee for those children who attend
church or youth group.
For more information go to: mid-americadisciples.org
Camp forms available in the church office!

The week of April 12th-18th is National Library
Week. In honor of that, we would like to host an Open House
for our church library in conjunction with the “Second Annual
Book Fare”. Melissa Frakes from the Family Christian store in
St. Joseph will join us on Sunday, April 12th before and after
Sunday School and for a short time after church.
Last year our library was able to purchase $85 worth of
material as a result of the Book Fare! Melissa will bring material
that you might purchase for your pleasure or else purchase directly for the library. Some material will be pre-selected as a
“wish list” by the Sunday School Teachers.
Please join us at 9 AM on April 12th for sweets and
drinks, then browse the selections in the youth office. See you
then!
Happy Reading,
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